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U.S. Commission on Civil Rights Report

“‘religious liberty’ and ‘religious freedom’” are 
“code words for discrimination, intolerance, 
racism, sexism, homophobia, Islamophobia, 
Christian supremacy or any form of intolerance. 
. . . religion is being used as both a weapon and 
a shield by those seeking to deny others 
equality.” Chairman Martin R. Castro

Lines Have Hardened Nationally



“At the same Institute, 
the only African 
American gay student 
was also harassed. 
When he took a leave 
for personal reasons 
he was denied re-entry 
though there were no 
discipline or 
performance issues on 
his record.”

Principled and Pragmatic







Ordinances Pre-Date Same-Sex Marriage





LGBT Population



31,800 in Idaho



MUNICIPAL SOGI POPULATION
Bellevue 2,362
Boise 226,570
Coeur d’Alene 50,665
Driggs 1,805
Hailey 8,282
Idaho Falls 61,076
Ketchum 2,763
Lewiston 32,820
Meridian 99,926
Moscow 25,146
Pocatello 55,193
Sandpoint 8,390
Victor 2,145
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Total 13
Consistent with First Amendment 11
No conflict with other rights 11
Expressive association protection (BSA v. 
Dale) 9
Public accommodations do not include 
"educational facility operated or maintained 
by a bona fide religious or sectarian institution" 9
Exempts "Religious corporations, associations, 
educational institutions, or societies" 6
Protection of  houses of  worship 4
Protection of  clergy 4
Exempts wholly owned subsidiaries 2
Exemption of  employees with primarily 
religious functions 1
Allows membership exclusive to faith 1
Consistent with Idaho RFRA 1
No enumerated protections 1









Dubbing Everything a 
“Bathroom Bill”



“To issue a marriage license which conflicts with God’s 
definition of marriage, with my name affixed to the certificate, 
would violate my conscience.”

— Kim Davis, Sept. 2, 2015











fairnessforallinitiative.com



www.tolerancemeans.com















Faith Scholars LGBT Scholars

Leith Anderson, William E. Simon Senior Research Fellow, 
National Association of  Evangelicals

Louise Melling, Deputy Legal Director and Director of  the 
Center for Liberty

Brad Crofford, Shirley V. Hoogstra, Shapri D. LoMaglio,  
Council for Christian Colleges & Universities

Jennifer C. Pizer, Senior Councel and Director of  Law and 
Policy, Lambda Legal

Sister Jeannine Gramick, Cofounder, New Ways Ministry Sarah Warbelow, Legal Director, Human Rights Campaign

Dennis P. Hollinger, President and Colman M. Mockler
Distinguished Professor of  Christian Ethics, Gordon-Conwell 
Theological Seminary

Shannon Minter, Legal Director, National Center for Lesbian 
Rights

Holly Hollman, General Counsel and Associate Executive 
Director, Baptist Joint Committee for Religious Liberty

Elder Von G. Keetch, General Authority Seventy, The Church of   
Jesus Christ of  the Latter-day Saints

Archbishop William E. Lori, Archbishop of  Baltimore, past 
Chairman, Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty

Jason R. Moyer, Associate Professor of  Communication Arts, 
Malone University

Policy Makers
 Senator J. Stuart Adams, Majority Whip, Utah State Senate
 Governor Michael O. Leavitt, Former Governor, Utah
 Rabbi David N. Saperstein, Adjunct Professor of  Church-State Law, Georgetown University



LGBT Population



Akron 197, 846

Athens 25,214

Bexley 13,786

Bowling Green 31,820

Canton*

Cincinnati 301,301

Cleveland 385,525

Cleveland Heights 44,562

Columbus 879,170

Coshocton 11,044

Cuyahoga County 1,248,514

Dayton 140,371

East Cleveland 17,187

Kent 29,915

Lakewood 50,249

Newark 49,423

North Olmsted (only SO) 31,374

Olmsted Falls 8,912

Oxford 22,859

South Euclid 21,598

Toledo 276,491

Yellow Springs 3,793

Youngstown 64,604

24% of  the Ohio population 
lived under a municipal SOGI
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Total 22
Mission-driven employment allowed 7
Preference for members unless based on protected statuses 4
General exemption if  connected to mission 4
Religion as Bona Fide Occupational Qualification 2
Excludes “any religious corporation” 2
Preference for members in housing 1
Preference for members unless based on a protected status, 
cannot have a commercial purpose 1
Employment exemption for “non-secular positions” 
connected to mission 1
Allows “bona fide religious preference” if  necessary and 
“no less discriminatory means” 1
Allows “bona fide religious preference” if  necessary 1
SOGI does not apply “to religious schools, churches 
engaged in religious activities” 1
No conflict with other rights 1
Consistent with RFRA 1
Religious corporation not public accommodation 1
Preference for members if  membership is not based on 
race or national origin 1
Exempts religious organizations that serve only members 1



443,080 in Ohio
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